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The Heinz Endowments was formed 
from the Howard Heinz Endowment, 
established in 1941, and the Vira I. 
Heinz Endowment, established in 1986. 
It is the product of a deep family 
commitment to community and the 
common good that began with H.J. 
Heinz, and that continues to this day.

The Endowments is based in 
Pittsburgh, where we use our region 
as a laboratory for the development 
of solutions to challenges that are 
national in scope. Although the majority 
of our giving is concentrated within 
southwestern Pennsylvania, we work 
wherever necessary, including 
statewide and nationally, to fulfill 
our mission.

That mission is to help our region 
thrive as a whole community  —  
economically, ecologically, educationally 
and culturally  —  while advancing the 

state of knowledge and practice in 
the fields in which we work. Our fields 
of emphasis include philanthropy in 
general and the disciplines represented 
by our five grant-making programs: 
Arts & Culture; Children, Youth & 
Families; Education; Environment; 
and Innovation Economy.

In life, Howard Heinz and Vira I. 
Heinz set high expectations for their 
philanthropy. Today, the Endowments 
is committed to doing the same. 
Our charge is to be diligent, thoughtful 
and creative in continually working 
to set new standards of philanthropic 
excellence. Recognizing that none 
of our work would be possible without 
a sound financial base, we also are 
committed to preserving and enhancing 
the Endowments’ assets through 
prudent investment management.

h magazine is a publication of The Heinz Endowments. At the Endowments, we are 
committed to promoting learning in philanthropy and in the specific fields represented 
by our grant-making programs. As an expression of that commitment, this publication 
is intended to share information about significant lessons and insights we are deriving 
from our work.
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About the cover The upbeat attitude that funders are encouraging in Hazelwood through 
neighborhood investment is reflected in the confident moves of Jamal Williams and LeBraya 
Latimer. Both are dancers with K.R.U.N.K. Movement, a Hazelwood-based program that 
teaches performance and business skills to youth. K.R.U.N.K. was part of a community 
celebration for the opening of the Hazelwood section of the Heritage Bike Trail earlier this year.  
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Open House
Hosanna House in Wilkinsburg is more than a community  
center or social services hub. It’s a caring place that is attracting  
clients by the hundreds and respect from local foundations.
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Act II:  
After the Mill
A Hazelwood steel mill has been  
closed for nearly two decades,  
but plans are under way to pump  
new life into the site and new  
hope into the neighborhood.
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Journalism 2.0
Although journalism has been dramatically transformed by  
online media, Pittsburgh foundations are doing what they can  
to ensure that in-depth, local news coverage doesn’t disappear.
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