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Can  You  Define  Moral  Leadership?  

› Can’t  find  one  singular  definiMon,  but  it  
entails  …..    

1.  Leading  in  way  that  respects  the  rights  
and  dignity  of  others  

2.  Ensuring  standards  of  ethical  conduct  
3.  SMmulaMng  a  moral  influence  on  others  

  

And  It  Is………………..Personal  

› Leaders  explicitly  make  known  their  values  
and  ethics  and  incorporate  them  in  their  
values  and  acMons.  
› Ideally,  they  ignite  others  to  join  them  in  
values  and  acMon.    
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Examples  of  Moral  Leadership  

Examples  of  Moral  Leadership  
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Why  Rabbi  Joachim  Prinz?  

›  Exemplified  the  “Courage  to  Lead”  

› As  the  Rabbi  of  Berlin  during  the  Nazi  
regime  he  demonstrated  the  moral  
authority  to  take  a  stand/  “I  shall  not  be  
silent”  

›  Spoke  at  one  of  America’s  seminal  
moments  

Rabbi  Prinz’s  Quotes  During  March  on  Washington  (1963)  

›  “When  I  was  the  Rabbi  of  the  Jewish  community  in  Berlin  under  the  Hitler  
regime,  I  learned  many  things.  The  most  important  thing  that  I  learned  
was  that  bigotry  and  hatred  are  not  the  most  urgent  problem.  The  most  
urgent,  the  most  disgraceful,  the  most  shameful  and  the  most  tragic  
problem  is  silence.”  

›  “When  God  created  man,  he  created  him  as  everybody’s  neighbor.    
Neighbor  is  not  a  geographic  concept.    It  is  a  moral  concept.    It  means  
our  collecMve  responsibility  for  the  preservaMon  of  man’s  dignity  and  
integrity.”  
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Neighbor  as  a  Moral  Concept  
› His  words  during  the  March  on  Washington  helped  
the  JCC  define  our  voice….    of  neighbor  as  a  moral  
and  not  physical  concept.        

The  Personal  ConnecMon  I  Never  Knew  

› Berlin,  Germany  ßà  Newark,  NJ    
› My  dad  went  to  school  with  Rabbi  Prinz’s  
kids;    both  of  my  parents  heard  him  preach  

› My  parents  insMlled  in  me  the  value  of  
“neighbor  as  moral  concept”  –  without  ever  
making  the  personal  connecMon    
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If  Today’s  Theme  is  IGNITE:    
What’s  Our  Charge?        

If  Today’s  Theme  is  IGNITE:    
What’s  Our  Goal?    

›  To  strengthen  the  fabric  of  community  by  
amplifying  the  long  held  values  of    
    ‘Love  Your  Neighbor  as  yourself’  and    
    ‘Do  not  stand  idle  while  your  neighbor                    
gfbleeds’  

              as  we  redefine  ‘neighbor’  from    
    ‘a  geographic  term  to  a  moral  concept.’  
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Why  Today?    The  Urgency  of  Now  
›  “This  is  not  the  Mme  to  engage  in  the  luxury  of  
cooling  off  or  to  take  the  tranquilizing  drug  of  
gradualism”    

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Rev.	  Dr.	  Mar*n	  Luther	  King,	  August	  28,	  1963  

›  The  urgency  of  racism/bigotry  in  2017  
›  The  urgency  of  the  changing  nature  of  civic  
engagement  in  2017  

The  Five  Plaqorms  Of  CFLK  &  CE  

I.  EducaMon/Exposure    
› Directed  learning  opportuniMes  for  
teens  and  adults  to  interact  with  each  
other,  reduce  barriers  and  build  
connectedness.  
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The  Five  Plaqorms  Of  CFLK  &  CE  

II.  Civic  Engagement  
›  IntenMonal  organizing  and  convening  

to  augment  the  JCC’s  role  as  the  Town  
Square  where  ideas  are  explored  with  
respect.  

The  Five  Plaqorms  Of  CFLK  &  CE  
III.  Advocacy  and  AcMon  
›  Finding  new  opportuniMes  to  become  

involved  in  movements  beyond  our  
current  scope,  including  acMvaMng  an  
East  End  ministerium  that  connects  a  
diverse  group  of  local  clergy.  
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The  Five  Plaqorms  Of  CFLK  &  CE  
IV.  ArMsMc  Expression  
›  Exhibit  supporMve  programming  

through  publicly  accessible  visual  arts,  
amplifying  the  moral  responsibility  of  
“neighbor”  and  convening  arMsMc  
thought  leaders  in  community.  

ArMsMc  Expression  
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The  Five  Plaqorms  Of  CFLK  &  CE  
V.  CommunicaMons  
›  Ensure  that  the  broad  public  at  large  

understands  the  role  of  the  Center  as  a  
driving  “force  for  good”  in  our  community.  

People  Library  

Everyone  ‘Belongs’  
›  Something  belongs  to  me.    
  

To  belong  to  a  community  is  to  act  as  a  creator  and  co-‐owner  
of  that  community.  What  I  consider  mine  I  will  build  and  
nurture.  The  work,  then,  is  to  seek  in  our  communiAes  a  
wider  and  deeper  sense  of  emoAonal  ownership;  it  means  
fostering  among  all  of  a  community's  ciAzens  a  sense  of  
ownership  and  accountability.  
  

                 Community:  The  Structure  of  Belonging,  Peter  Block,  2008.  p.  xii  




